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GUITA

BY JIMMY LESLIE

“THAT WAS TRANSCENDENTAL,
beautiful ... you just took everybody to
school,” said legendary rocker George
Lynch after seeing Canadian guitarist Don
Alder's winning solo-acoustic performance
at s Guitar Superstar 2010, Alder's his-
trionic freehand plucking coupled with an
appealingly direct delivery and an Olym-
pian drive also carned him the Interna-
tional Fingerstyle Guitar crown in 2007
at the Walnut Valley Festival, and first
place at the U.K.'s Guitar Idol Il compe-
tition in 201 1.

Alder's visceral approach is visually
striking, and if hisaggressive attack evokes
mm:ﬁ: more than Doc Warson it's
because Alder was originally a rocker. He

GUITARPLAYER.C 69




DON ALDER

MORE ONLINE

Distributed exclusively by Hosa Technology, Inc.
For more information contact your local dealer or visit www.gobylabs.com

70

» Watch Alder's winning performance of "The Rogue” at GP's Guitar Superstar

2010.

* Dig Alder playing “Sayonara..." on a Duane Noble Harp Guitar.

» Spe Alder speak and perform at Sam Sullivan's February 201 2 Public Salon.

Get these links and more at guitarplayer.com/november2012

AR
CiVliGI

5 N &%
T , 4
S Sy |

2

LABS

GUITARPLAYER.COM

eventually found his own voice on acoustic
and stuck to it, but he’s no one-trick pony.
His most recent CD, Not a Planet [Indpt], is
a mellow, composition-oriented affair that
earned him a nomination for Instrumental
Solo Artist of the Year at the Canadian Folk
Awards in 2009.

“My earlier CDs were raw solo efforts cre-
ated for guitar geeks,” explains Alder, “but
to reach the public, I created songs for lis-
tening and cruising that could potentially
work as movie soundscapes.”

Alder is actually portrayed in the movie
Heart of a Dragon (released last year in the
U.S.A.), and he plays guitar on the soundtrack.
It’s about a car accident Alder was in with
friend Rick Hansen that left Hansen handi-
capped. Alder put his music career on hold
from 1985 to 1987 to help Hansen go around
the world in a wheelchair on his Man in
Motion Tour, which had a profound and last-
ing effect on Alder’s life.

Do you feel that the electric rock guitar god has
become so played out that there is now an advan-
tage to being an acoustic virtuoso?

No, but I do think acoustic music is gain-
ing in popularity. At the end of the day it’s
about creating your own magic regardless
of whether the guitar is acoustic or electric.

What are your thoughts on the current con-
test craze from American Idol to The Apprentice?

Everything has its place, including contests.
I think a Guitar Idol television show would
provide great exposure for the art of guitar.
Sadly, the general public seems more inter-
ested in playing the Guitar Hero video game.

How do you choose what you're going to play
for a guitar contest, and how do you prepare?

[ choose whatever I'm playing well on that
particular day. It’s a gut feeling. My prepara-
tion is dysfunctional. I'm always writing, so
practice only comes through the writing pro-
cess. I'm always making unwise last-second
gear decisions, and I seem to have bad luck
with gear, which ends up causing anxiety.
[ panic, thinking that I should’ve practiced
and that everyone else is better than me.

What's the key to winning over the judges?

[ wish I knew. I've made mistakes and
had to deal with technical problems in all of
the contests I've entered, and I do that well.
No matter what I'm [ playing, I own it. Per-
haps that—along with decent guitar skills
and good compositions—serves me well.
In addition, I don’t seek perfection when I



serform. My pursuit is an honest delivery
nth good energy.

Can you provide some harmonic, rhythmic,
and technical insights on the Superstar-winning
tune “The Rogue™?

I wrote it to demonstrate that an acoustic
suitar could rock out in standard tuning in
“he key of E, with no tapping or gimmicks.
Shythmically, I wanted melodic bass lines and
mplied percussion to create a wall of sound.
| also wanted to shred with the right hand
ssing all five digits for picking. The initial
zame plan was to incorporate tapping and
sercussion, but that’s so overdone these days.

Why did you choose that tune for Guitar Super-
star, and what did you hope to show the judges?

I chose it because the song is very phys-

zal, with a lot of dynamic movement. I was
noping the judges would see good composi-
“on with tons of purposeful notes and chord

nicings. The song uses all the chords in the

=v of E along with some melodic cliches,
shich probably prnvided a reference point
“or the judges. I also hoped they’d see the
sntertainment value and what a joy it is for
e to perform.

Can you delve into some specifics about your
wnigue right-hand technique?

My right-hand technique is a bit unorth-
acox for a fingerstyle player. I have a very
szaressive rock approach, so instead of
e=ntly plucking the strings, I pull them. I
“on’t anchor my little finger, so I can swing
= wrist when I strum. That allows me to
wostroke and downstroke with all my digits.

.50 do a lot of frailing. While these tech-
= aues allow for very fast picking, the tone
2oes suffer a bit. The sound can be harsh,
»ut I'm able to fatten it up and create the

;iicrn of a band with percussive hits on
=e soundboard when my palm is swinging
#way from the strings.

What guitar did you play for you Superstar-
woning performance, and what are you using now?

For the GP contest I used a hand-built

amaha LLX36C that I still have, although

iz ::rrcntl}r playing a Yamaha A Series,
woich is areally great low-cost guitar. [ used
» Yamaha A3R for Guitar Idol U.K. It’s a
eeat little guitar, however it sustained seri-
»us damage upon arriving in the UK, so |
gs=C duct tape to hold it together.

What's the nature of the material you are cur-
sently working on?

| have enough material for a few CDs.
%= next one may be solo, or it may include

—

SOme surprise guests.

What would you like to share with aspiring
guitarists?

[ learned many valuable things on Rick’s
Man In Motion tour: primarily that it's not
usually the most talented or gifted that
wins—it’s the most determined. Break all
the rules if you're going the artist route.

Believe in what you do and own it fiercely.
Find your own voice. Concentrate on writing
good songs foremost, and then add your gim-
micks. Gimmicks are entertaining, but good
songs sell CDs. Lastly, passion is paramount.
Without it, consider guitar playing a hobby.
I'm a small town kid who dreamt of being
in Guitar Player, and passion got me here. ‘%
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“Better definition in every aspect. Harmonics flew out eagerly, the
characters in my sonic story were more colorful and present. |
can’t believe it. The claims made by Vovox were apparent. The
lowly cable made an obvious difference.The best comparison to
my fellow guitar players is that the change was on the level of

swapping out a pickup on your guitar.”

Available at:

Sound Pure - www.soundpure.com

Pure Wave Audio - www.purewaveaudio.com
Morton Cable - www.nortoncable.com

Austin Guitar House - www.austinguitarhouse.com
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